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Asian design hotels Danielle Demetriou selects some  

of the best places to stay where 
eastern aesthetics meets modern  
lines and curves to great e!ect 
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The Lalu, Sun 
Moon Lake, 
Taiwan
The seductive waters 

of Sun Moon Lake prompted 
the former Chinese leader 
and first president of Taiwan, 
Chiang Kai-shek, to cre-
ate a summer retreat on its 
shores. Today, the residence 
is firmly planted in the 21st 
century in the form of The 
Lalu, a celebration of modern 
design. Each of the 98 guest 
rooms and villas at the hotel 
– designed by Kerry Hill, the architects behind a string of Aman Resorts – has 
views over the lake’s waters. Glass walls, mirrors, still pools and lotus ponds 
reflect its watery surface, while atmospheric indoor mood lighting designed by 
a lighting specialist further complement the lakeside surroundings. A double 
room costs from $490 (Dh1,800), including breakfast (www.designhotels.
com/thelalu; 00 49 30 884 940 040).

Hotel Be 
Angkor, 
Cambodia
Staying near the 

temples of Angkor Wat need 
not mean scrimping on style 
thanks to Hotel Be Angkor, a 
design gem with budget rates 
located in a three-storey 
shophouse in the Old Market 
area of Siem Reap. Each of its 
three guest rooms has been 
designed by a local artist. The 
Sa!ron Room showcases rich 
paintings by Loven Ramos 
against a minimalist backdrop; the Bamboo Room boasts a striking swirling tree 
lattice wall sculpture by Sopheap Pich; and the Sepia Room is lined with evocative 
photographs of Angkor sites by John McDermott. The designer-theme continues in 
the ground floor AHA restaurant, which is home to an undulating “wave wall” of 
wood. A double room costs from $95 (Dh350), including airport transfers and 
breakfast (www.hotelbeangkor.com; 00 855 63 965 321).

Cocoa Island,  
the Maldives
Desert islands may 
bring to mind back-to-

basic survival skills. But there is 
no such hardship at Cocoa Is-
land, a design hotel that excels 
at desert-island chic. Spanning 
a small island in the South Male 
Atoll, there are 33 suites and 
villas inspired by local fishing 
boats built over clear waters 
and designed by the architect 
Cheong Yew Kwan and owner 
Christina Ong, who also owns 
The Metropolitan in London and Bangkok. Thatched roofs, teak flooring, white 
furnishings and vast windows frame endless blue skies combine to create a vibe 
of understated rustic luxury. Those keen to get back to nature can visit the COMO 
Shambala spa for a massage before yoga at sunset and a romantic dinner on a 
secluded stretch of beach. A double room costs from $968 (Dh3,555), including 
breakfast and taxes (www.cocoaisland.como.bz; 00 960 664 1818).

Devi Garh, 
Rajasthan, India
A pared-down 
minimalist aesthetic 

might not be an obvious 
complement to the rugged 
majesty of the Rajasthan 
landscape. But Devi Garh marks 
a new generation of modern 
Indian design hotels: the 
meticulously-restored 18th 
century fort palace is an 
exercise in modern design in a 
classical setting. Surrounded 
by mountains and forest, the 
39 suites are spacious with modern motifs, local marble and precious stones, and 
minimalist-style bathrooms. The landscaped grounds are as imaginative as they 
are contemporary: from the black marble water maze to the abstract blocks of 
uncut marble. Candles and a sprinkling of petals boost the romantic ambiance, and 
camel trekking and yoga are also on o!er. Doubles from $540 (Dh1,983), excluding 
taxes (www.deviresorts.com; 00 91 2953 289 211).

Amankora, 
Bhutan
At Amankora, a hotel lo-
cated among the Hima-

layan peaks of Bhutan, there 
are no fewer than five lodges 
scattered across the Buddhist 
kingdom. As befits its name 
meaning “circular pilgrimage”, 
guests cross peaks, forests, 
plains and gorges to stay in 
each of the high-design lodges.
There is the natural earth walls 
and contemporary sloping 
roofs of Paro in the heart o! 
a pine forest; white-washed Thimphu with its sleek natural outdoor dining deck; 
the traditional Bhutanese farmhouse Punakha complete with tea pavilion; Gangtey 
with its floor-to-ceiling windows framing the wilderness of the remote Phobjikha 
Valley; and the regal Bunthang surrounded by apple orchards. A double suite costs 
from $1,227 (Dh4,506), including meals, drinks, laundry and airport transfers 
(www.amanresorts.com; 00 975 2 331 333).

Claska, Tokyo, 
Japan
Standing out among a 
sea of anonymous 

business hotels, Claska is 
widely regarded as Tokyo’s 
first boutique design hotel. 
Located amidst the furniture 
stores of residential Meguro, a 
sleek modern Asian design 
theme prevails at the hotel, 
from the teak-floored suites to 
the paper lanterns and 
tatami mats of its more 
traditional rooms. Testimony 
to its hip credentials, Claska does not like to be referred to as a mere hotel: maybe 
because it is also home to two art galleries, a design shop, an organic restaurant, 
a DJ space and the hippest poodle parlour in town. This month, the hotel even 
published its first bilingual guide to the city, and is also o!ering guests use of its 
fleet of sleek electric Claska-branded bicycles gratis. A twin room costs from $214 
(Dh788) not including breakfast (www.claska.com; 00 81 3 3719 8123).

The Nam Hai, Hoi 
An, Vietnam
A stretch of white beach 
overlooking the South 

China Sea provides the perfect 
setting for Vietnam’s most 
stylish escape: The Nam Hai. 
One hundred villas set in 
manicured grounds, each with 
whitewashed walls, slate 
floors, eggshell lacquered 
bathtubs and handcrafted silk 
screens. Sybaritic relaxation 
is taken very seriously here: 
there is a sumptuous spa for 
pampering, a minimalist-style bar and restaurant, and impeccable service – the 
infinity pools are always kept at the perfect temperature. The emphasis on style is 
not surprising given the hotel’s pedigree: those involve include Aman Resorts 
founder Adrian Zecha and Jaya Ibrahim, the Indonesian interior designer behind 
Chedi Milan. Villas from $825 (Dh3,035) includng taxes. For more information, visit 
www.ghmhotels.com (00 84 5103 940 000).

3 Nagas by 
Alila, Luang 
Prabang, 
Laos

The mountainous forests of 
landlocked Laos may be most 
commonly be associated with 
adventurous backpackers but 
boutique hotel aficionados 
would do well to visit 3 Nagas 
by Alila. Set in three buildings 
with Unesco World Heritage 
site status, in the historic capi-
tal Lunag Prabang, the hotel is 
atmospheric and beautifully 
restored. More than 100 years old, the buildings were once royal residences, and 
were later converted into an ice cream factory in the 1930s. Today, each of the 15 
rooms and three suites fuse traditional architecture with modern design: there are 
dark wood floors, traditional torchis walls, vaulted ceilings, clay-tile roofs, vibrant 
silk textiles and traditional weavings. Doubles from $150 (Dh551) including break-
fast. (www.designhotels.com; 00 49 30 884 940 040).
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Commune by the Great Wall, China
Trek to the misty mountains, winding valleys and shady forests of the Shuiguan section of the Great Wall and a surprise is in store: hotel design heaven. Spanning eight square kilometres, 
Commune resembles a living, breathing architecture and design museum. Peppered with 12 unique houses designed by di!erent leading architects, each takes the Great Wall as its inspira-
tion: from the angular gravity-defying wood-slated Suitcase House by Gary Chang, to the way that light filters through sticks of bamboo in the serene Bamboo Wall by Kengo Kuma. The only 
tricky part? Choosing which house to sleep in. A double room costs from US$421 (Dh1,545), including breakfast and taxes (www.communebythegreatwall.com; 00 86 10 8118 1888).

The Library, Koh 
Samui, Thailand 
Books are not the 
only distraction at 

The Library. As well as an 
airy white space with shelf 
after shelf of books, the 
minimalist design hotel 
is also home to a vivid 
blood-red swimming pool, 
abstract stone sculptures 
and a restaurant painted 
in grey hues. Located on 
Chaweng beach, the sleek 
26-room hotel is unabash-
edly modern: the colour scheme is mostly limited to red, white and grey, 
with vivid green plants, golden buddhas and old wooden shutters providing 
occasional splashes of warmth. And for those who tire of reading? There are 
also personal computers, 42-inch plasma televisions and DVD players in every 
room. A double room costs from $350 (Dh1,286) including breakfast (www.
designhotels.com/thelibrary; 00 49 30 884 940 040). 


