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DANIELLE DEMETRIOU
in Tokyo

HE RECEIVES regular death
threats, websites are devoted
to his demise, the Vatican has
sent letters of complaint and
the Queen of Spain has sued
him.

The man in question is not
a criminal, a terrorist or a dic-
tator. Instead, he is the busi-
nessman behind the world’s
biggest website for extramari-
tal affairs.

Noel Biderman is the Cana-
dian founder of Ashley Madi-
son, a controversial but glo-
bally popular adultery website
that connects married men
and women and discreetly
enables them to have affairs.

Notorious for its catchy slo-
gan, “Life is short. Have an af-
fair”, the dating service is free
for women, but men must
pay.

Its array of features include
virtual “winks”, instant mes-
saging and “travelling” serv-
ices for members seeking an
affair during business trips.
Its mobile app uses GPS tech-
nology to track down the near-
est available potential lover.

The website is currently in
the throes of a rapid global
expansion: since launching in
Canada on Valentine’s Day in
2002, it has attracted more
than 24 million members in 37
countries, with South Korea
launched last week.

Mr Biderman, 42, is a man
clearly used to defending his
business. In an interview with
The Sunday Telegraph last week
during a visit to Japan — the
fastest growing country in
terms of membership — he
reeled out a string of polished
reasons as to why infidelity
is the way of the modern
world.

“Infidelity exists in every
culture in the world,” said Mr
Biderman, who refers to him-
self as the “Emperor of Infi-
delity”.

“There’s no place you can
point to on the planet where
there is no unfaithfulness.

“In the lifetime of a rela-
tionship, on the male side,
close to 70 or 80 per cent of
men are going to be unfaithful
at some point or another in
their marriages. And the fe-
male side is incredibly on the
rise — it’s well past 40 per
cent.”

This appears to be the case
in Britain in particular. Since
the UKlaunch of Ashley Madi-
sion four years ago, more than
825,000 members have joined,
in particular, married women
aged between 38 and 42.

“Our brand resonates really
well with a married woman,
15-plus years into her mar-
riage who doesn’t feel that
celibacy should slip into the
marriage at this time,” he said.
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King of cheats heads East

Adultery website enjoys a surge in membership in Asia, thanks to culture that ‘separates sex from marriage’

Japan is another success story,
with one million members
joining within nine months of
its launch last summer.

“It seems to me that cultur-
ally, this region does the best
at separating sex and mar-
riage,” added Mr Biderman.
“You can do sex outside mar-
riage much more liberally
here. That’s not to say that
they don’t present a tradition-
al face, as most societies do.
But I think that if we had to
measure the infidelity econo-
my in Japan, it’s incredibly
sizeable.”

The reasons for soaring in-
fidelity around the world are
multiple, according to Mr Bi-
derman.

The site is particularly pop-

ular in recession-hit nations
such as Spain, while affluent
communities with large dis-
posable incomes are also ma-
jor players in the “infidelity
economy”.

But Mr Biderman ultimately
believes that the human race
is simply not biologically pro-
grammed to remain faithful
— and that this can be good for
a marriage.

“People have affairs because
we’re not engineered for mo-
nogamy,” he said.

“Monogamy didn’t come
about from some great scien-
tific research. If anything, the
current social science tells us
the opposite, that the longer
the couple is together, invari-
ably, after six months, their
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said the ‘infidelity economy’ in Japan was especially sizeable

sexual encounters decrease,
two years, they decrease even
further. Twenty years into a re-
lationship, we’re no longer
sexually attracted.”

Needless to say, the compa-
ny is rarely far from contro-
versy. Mr Biderman has in-
curred the wrath of the Pope,
with the Vatican sending a
disapproving letter to Ashley
Madison in opposition to its
sponsorship of Rome’s bas-
ketball club Virtus Roma.

More recently, Singapore’s
government banned the site,
following a public outcry
againstits “flagrant disregard”
for public morality.

Mr Biderman plans to chal-
lenge the ban in court. In re-
sponse to claims of amorality,

he believes that precise act of
having an affair — without get-
ting caught — can actually
help save a marriage, the only
other option normally being
divorce.

“There was tons of infidelity
before I got here,” he said.
“The only encouragement I
give is to say to people, there
is a way to have the perfect af-
fair.

“So the perfect affair is not
only meeting someone like-
minded, it’s also not being
discovered.

“That’s what I've built: a
platform where everybody
here has put up their hand
and said I'm interested in an
affair, and the technology to
keep it discreet.” Perhaps

CASE STUDY

When a friend confessed to
Akiko, a 38-year-old nurse in
a Japanese city, that she
was using the adultery
website Ashley Madison, she
was instantly intrigued.

Depressed and unhappy
after eight years of
marriage, Akiko, who has a
six-year-old daughter,
decided that it was time to
explore the world of
adultery.

“When | saw how good my
friend was feeling, | wanted
to feel like that again too -
the excitement, the
butterflies,” she said. “'d
fantasised about it many
times but | was too afraidin
casel got caught”

So she signed up. “I've
already seen three different
men on Ashley Madison. 'm
abit ashamed to admitit,
butitis so easy and so much
fun. Two of the men are
Japanese, oneis a foreigner.”

Explaining the appeal of
the site for married women,
she said: “l like that | can
choose between so many
men and that | can take my
time to get to know them. |
also like that I can meet men
in the same situation as me,
who do not want anything
more than an affair or ask
me to leave my husband.”

Guilt, it seems, does not
enter the equation. “The
website is super discreet. |
don’t have to be scared my
husband will find out from
my email or phone. | don’t
feel guilty because |am sure
that my husband has other
women all the time.”

She added: “Before this
site, there was nothing
online you could use as a
woman. If you wanted an
affair, it would have had to
be with someone at work or
aneighbour or a friend and |
always found that to be too
risky and uncomfortable.”

most surprising are Mr Bider-
man’s disclosures about his
own private life: monoga-
mously married for 10 years
with two children, he de-
scribes his wife as unwaver-
ingly supportive.

However, he candidly ad-
mits she does not share his
views on infidelity: “If in the
next decade, my sex life evap-
orates, I have no interest in
being celibate.

“Because I have these won-
derful children, an extended
family I cherish, great eco-
nomic success and homes — I
have not worked for all of that
just for sex.

“I wouldn’t get a divorce,
therefore, if that happened, I'd
try to have an affair.
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These lightweight slip-on loafers

are made from soft and supple

leather for maximum comfort, and

are perfect for the changeable

spring weather. The twin elasticated
gusset provides easy access and
they feature a 11/2inch heel for
extra support. Available in ladies
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popular colours: red (code S113RD),
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£3.95 per order.
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fantastic buy-one-get-one-free
offer and receive any two pairs

of your choice in any colour
and size combination for the
price of one pair.

Order now on 0844 249 8096 guoting 38036
or visit shop.telegraph.co.uk/38036

Only
£29.99

plus p&p

Orderline 0844 249 8096 - quote offer ref 38036. Call centre opening hours, seven days a week 8am-8pm. Maximum call cost per minute is 5p to BT customers. Costs on non-BT lines will vary. If you are
not happy for any reason, we will accept the return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for refund or replacement within 10 days. This does not affect your statutory rights. Orders usually
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L ondon man to be accused

of being Harr

PHILIP SHERWELL
in New York
and EDWARD MALNICK

A FORMER computer student
from Croydon is expected to
be named as a key lieutenant
of Abu Hamza, the hook-
handed Islamic preacher who
goes on trial in New York
tomorrow.

Feroz Ali Abbasi, 34, was
among nine British
Guantanamo detainees
whose detention became a
cause célebre among those
campaigning for the closure
of the US military camp. His
supporters have protested his
innocence and insisted that
the Americans could have no
evidence against him.

But as the trial of Mr
Hamza gets under way - he is
accused of being a “terrorist
leader of global reach” —
testimony prepared for the
court is expected to paint Mr
Abbasi in a very different
light.

Prosecutors have lined up a
star witness, Saajid Badat, a
British terrorist “supergrass”,
to testify against Hamza by
live video link from London,
if the judge grants their
request for him to do so.

In the court papers, the
prosecutors said that Mr
Badat would testify that Mr
Hamza had sent both him
and Mr Abbasi to al-Qaeda
camps in Afghanistan for
jihad training in 2001.

The testimony is crucial to
prove the US case that Mr
Hamza, who preached at the
Finsbury Park mosque in
London, dispatched his
followers for military training
and worked to assist al-
Qaeda, prosecutors argued in
submissions to the judge.

Mr Abbasi, who was
reportedly detained in
northern Afghanistan in
December 2001, is seen by
many to symbolise of the
unjustness of Guantanamo’s
system of incarceration
without trial or charges.

Since his release in 2005,
he has worked with Cage
Prisoners, now simply Cage, a
campaign group for Muslim
detainees “held as part of the
war on terror”.

He insists that he moved to

Abbasi went to

Afghanistan to

train for jihad
missions’
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AbuHamza allegedly sent
resources to al-Qaeda and set
up terrorist training camps

Afghanistan simply to pursue
his Islamic studies, and that
when he was captured, he
was merely trying to escape
the fighting after the over-
throw of the Taliban regime.

But if Mr Badat testifies, a
rather different story is
expected to appear, saying
that Mr Abbasi was sent there
by Mr Hamza, his mentor at
the Finsbury Park mosque.

Mr Badat is expected to
portray Mr Abbasi as an
enthusiastic “terrorist
lieutenant” dispatched to
Afghanistan to be trained for
jihad missions, and who
agreed to engage in attacks
on American and Jewish
targets, according to the pre-
trial filings.

Mr Badat’s testimony would
chime with American claims
about Mr Abbasi’s actions in
Afghanistan. The US govern-
ment had alleged that he was
taught urban warfare,
assassination techniques and
surveillance, and fought with
al-Qaeda and Taliban forces
against US and coalition
forces in Afghanistan.

Such was his reputation

among US soldiers that he
became known by some as
“the SAS guy” because he
was believed to be a former
member of the British Special
Forces.

At a military tribunal at
Guantanamo in August 2004,
Mr Abbasi accused his
interrogators and guards of
abuse, but he also asked to be
treated as a “prisoner of war”.

He said that he was
“humbled” that Allah would
“honour” him as an “enemy
combatant”, admitting that he
went to Afghanistan to fight
for the Taliban and expressed
his loathing for America.

But he later told a fellow
British detainee that he wrote
a confession saying he was a
member of al-Qaeda only
under the influence of drugs
“administered by US military
medics” and that he had
never engaged in fighting
against US or coalition forces.

Following his release from
Guantanamo, he returned to
Croydon, where he had
grown up. He enrolled at a
London university and

7a’s leutenant

married, later becoming a
father.

At his family home last
week, his mother, Zumrati
Juma, a nurse, directed
queries to his solicitor, who
said: “He won’t be saying
anything”.

Any testimony from Mr
Badat is expected to be given
by video link, because he will
not travel to America, where
he still faces arrest for his
role in the failed transatlantic
“shoe bomb” plot of Decem-
ber 2001.

He has testified in two
previous cases by video,
although the judge in this
case has yet to rule on
whether his evidence will be
heard, saying she would
prefer him to appear in
person.

Hamza has pleaded not
guilty to channelling
resources to al-Qaeda in
Afghanistan, conspiring in a
1998 kidnapping in Yemen in
which three Britons and an
Australian were killed, and
trying to set up a terrorist
training camp in Oregon.
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v 24/7 breakdown assistance, 365 days a year

v Over 80% of customers gave our breakdown
technicians at least 9 out of 10 for service levels*

v 2for 1 on personal cover when travelling

in the UK

v Misfuelling cover now included”

*Based on 2334 customers rating 9 or 10 out of 10. May, June and July 2013 data.
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No Matter What

"Rescue Plus, Recovery levels & Euro Plus only. Excludes car damage. UK only.
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